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Status
FIRST ANNOUNC EMENT

' i
' Conference on 1
) ]
b AMOT YHEORY, LOW DIMENSIOMAL 1
I .
] TOPOLOGY and QUANTUM GROUPS ]
) i

hen february ¢ - 6, 1390

Where: Univarsity of South Alabams Canferance Center

mobile. Alabame. USA

The tentative list of speskers inciudes

Jon saer

Dewitt Sumne
Mocuen Thln‘elh- ite
Milbur #Mitte

Orcantrers 5cott Carter (carterpmsthatat.usouthel.edu)
Dan flath (flathasthscat .usouthal.edu)
Richard BAtt (hatt@mathstat. usouthal.edu)

Dan 3ilvar (silverPmsthotat .vsouthal. edu)

lnjormation: Mesther in Mobile is mild {n Februsry. Conference
attendess can pscticipate in soms of the Mardi Gre:
2

which will be occuring then

Housinag costs at the Conference Center ace iow:
$28-30 for a wingl 6 tor a doubl.

11 you would iike to 5o placed on the mailing list for
the conferance in ordes to receive fusther iaformstion.
please send a messege to thet effect to

confimathetat usouthal.edy
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Differential Ceomatey and Globa! Analysis E-prints

Now on Line (June 15, 1994):
DIFFEACNTIAL GEOMITRY €-PRINTS

redigtrisute this we,

ge to your friends and colleagu

Ticed of receiv. rg peadrints yau aon’t really care about in the maii, vhile
the ones you € arvive?

Tired of mailing dosens or scor
“ho ate REALLY :ntece.

¢ prepcints, aevar being sure L the people
od are on your meiling liet?

A 3.ivtion 1e ot hend: DIFFERENTIAL CEOMITAY €-PRINTS.

an you subait the e €ile of & prepriat to Diffecential Ceomstey E-Prints,
it 1gned s numbe: and stored Ln our stchive. Tha suthoris), title

ina' neteact o( rour peper ars distcibuted to our aaliing list the folloving
wocning, ead who wish to tead Lhe papsc can request tha tull test by
emarl n-pnnu will be kept in the cantcal archive

“nen you Join our mailiag 18T, you feceive new abatracts via emsil once
a day (on days when nev 13 have arrived at the archive) . [C you
vish to obtain tha full text of s paper. you sasil s vequest to the
etchive, #nd ceceive e peper by return email

Anyona can join the mailing List, or submit preprints. Ia order to keep
the List focussed (beosdlyl on nununuu cou-uy. o, 00 e tnat you
cestrict yows scbmisel>n pepers vhos ub yec ticat ion
ot Tia In atess 33 (Dietarcaciel s-c—uyl it tGiabal ln-lyu-l

To communicate vith the azchive vis s-msil, swnd ewssages to
dagatmert org
vis  “hetp: //-.u org/preprints/archive hrmi®

WoriguideMed ace "
ia Avlllnbl- via xax.len;

Ancaymous frp ace

jut301ng mail £20m the e-print archive has the usernams no-reply
ito avoid peoblems due to occesionsl @ail that bounces neck).
ommands Lo the System should alvays be seat to dg-gatmeri.org
command oubjact una te Bubject: help) .
command at a tima i ed. Sabacribers automstically
Tecuive 4 110LING Of Aew TLtLes/abetrocts on days Papers sce Feceived.
Aviilable commends ace

je1 papard

B pagsc specitied by peper! (e

toe metract ppond _abe to papect, 8.9 ‘get 9108001 ars’)
“ac 3 2 458 3108001 e q., Feterns muitiple pepere.

tget defaults to the current year/month 30 that e.q. Jduring 10731
get 1 25 or  ‘get 01 2 003 will sutasatically prepend 5110°s
and necessary seroes to result in ‘gec 9110001 nwoaz 9110005
amba13 To0 Lerge for cutrent yr/mo have pravious yi/mo prependss

‘get 9105001
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My Encounter with
the Children’s Book Collection

g v 7R
(L ERHAT)

In February 1993, I left my home in Australia
to join my husband who had returned to Japan to
accept the Fujita Chair of Management in the
Graduate Faculty of Business and Commerce at
Keio University. Shortly before the start of the
new academic year, I was very pleased to accept
an offer to teach on the Mita Campus within the
Eigo Dainibu Division in the Faculty of Arts.
While I was free to determine the structure and
coursework of my classes it was emphasized
that the course was designed to give the students
an opportunity to communicate in English with
a native speaker.

I have been professionally involved as a book
designer and illustrator of children’s books since
1960. Drawing on this experience | began to see
our class as a kind of forum where we could read
and discuss together a selection of children’s
picture books. The texts of these books contain
a variety of vigorous and literate writing styles
that would be accessible to all my students
regardless of their previous experience in speak-
ing English. Heartened by these ideas, I next had
to solve the problem of finding the books I had
in mind.

That same week I went to see Toshiko Hirota,
a reference librarian for the Keio University
Library. When [ told her my plan for the coming
year, to my surprise she asked me if I knew
about a collection of children’s books in the Old
Library. Then, without any further delay, she
very kindly led me to where the collection was
housed; it was a mysterious route.

First, we had to tunnel our way through the
scaffolding erected during the construction of
the new North Building to the normally obscure

entrance into the Old Library. Then upstairs to
the third floor, through an electronically moni-
tored sliding door, and down steep iron stairs
again to the second floor where in a dusky roam
off to the left she showed me a whole wall of
wonderful old children’s books, and in the mid-
dle section were rows of the very picture books
I had hoped to introduce to my class. I can still
clearly recall the mixture of pleasure and aston-
ishment I felt in encountering this collection for
the first time.

There was no time on that occasion to examine
this newly found treasure more closely, but I
returned the next day in old clothes and reading
glasses to inspect each dusty book and record
it’s title and author, together with the call num-
ber, which was a combination of ‘E’ and another
letter of the alphabet, beginning with ‘A’. 1
remember that as I scanned the shelves trying to
decide the best way to approach the job ahead, I
noticed several books jutting out in rather a jum-
ble on the bottom shelf. When I bent down to
align them with the other books I found the
cause of the muddle was a small book wedged in
behind them, askew with the wall. I pulled it out;
A Hole is to Dig by Ruth Kraus with pictures by
Maurice Sendack. Could it be true! Scuffed and
dog-eared it reminded me of my own worn copy
which a special friend had sent to our family
years ago. I checked the back card pocket and
found the last borrower, January 1973. The book
was a harbinger of the discoveries ahead:
Bemelman's Madeline, deBrunhoff’s Babar,
and Francoise’s Jeanne Marie; Pelle’s New Suit
(Beskow 1929), Make Way for Ducklings
(McCloskey 1941), The Little Island
(McDonald /Weisgard 1946), Crow Boy (Yash-
ima 1955), Where the Wild Things Are (Sendak
1963), Moon Man (Ungerer 1966), The Biggest
House in the World (Lionni 1966), Why Mos-
quitoes Buzz in People’s Ears (Aardema/Dillon
1975) and The Bunyip of Berkeley’s Creek (Wagz-
ner/ Brooks 1977); and books of poetry and



Mother Goose.

As 1 gradually made my way through each pic-
ture book I began to feel the history of the Japan
Library School Collection through the inscrip-
tions and photos that annotated so many of the
copies, invariably linked with the signature of
Shigeo Watanabe For example, one photo
recorded the visit cf Dr. Theodor Seuss Geisel to
the Japan Library School; a copy of The King's
Stilts bore a long inscription by the good Dr.
Seuss, himself; and in many of the books I found

‘The Richard Rich Memorial Library * book-
plate, ‘The child is father of the man’ , 1953.

Going over the books each day was also a nos-
talgic time for me personally. In the sixties,
while we were stil_ living in New York City, my
husband and | had the first of our own books
published, The Gotden Crane and Twvo Crabs in
the Moonlight and the book designer who over-
saw the production was the young aspiring art-
ist, Nonny Hogrogian. During that period we
met other artist and writers included in the Japan
Library School Collection: Evaline Ness, Jan
Wahl, Lloyd Alexander, Bill Martin Jr., Ezra
Jack Keats and Maurice Sendak. All have made
a distinguished contribution to the history of
children’s literaturs.

When the academic year began, I encouraged
my students to set these books in circulation
again, and I listened with satisfaction as they
shared their discovery of them for the first time.
“As one student wrote in a review, “‘w.f. wrong
font”, forty years ago, didn’t think that in the
future someone would like this book, The Egg
Tree, and be pleased with it.”

In addition, the students also began to share
many of the woncerful Japanese picture books
from the collection, telling me in English about
the legendary folk tales and stories they had
loved since childhood.

So slowly we have been revisiting this
remarkable collection. Remarkable because,
together with the memorabilia, it includes the

original editions and first translations into Japa-
nese of some of the most notable and best loved
children’s books from around the world, and it
played a significant role in introducing to Japan
the first fruits of artists and writers working in
what has become known in the West as the
“Golden Age of Children’s Books”; Wanda Gag,
Marcia Brown, Virginia Lee Burton, Robert
McCloskey, Lois Lensky, Robert Lawson,
Marie Hall Ets, and Monroe Leaf are to mention
only a few.

In spring I at last had the pleasure of meeting
Professor Watanabe and hearing his own stories
about the collection his vision and dedication
had helped to build. I was startled to learn that
even more books from the collection were
stored in other sections of the library, and some
in boxes in preparation for their storage else-
where. In fact, the sad reality was that the whole
collection is bound for a similar fate with space
such a premium and the books considered out-
moded by the technological emphasis in con-
temporary university education.

This seems to me to be a short sighted and nar-
row view of its relevance. Instead of dismantling
the Japan Library School Collection or allowing
it to languish in boxes where it eventually will
be lost forever, it could be conserved and
indexed to provide the basis for establishing and
maintaining a larger updated reference library
for an International Centre for Children's Books
on the Mita Campus of Keio. Being easily
accessible to foreign devotees of children’s liter-
ature visiting Tokyo, it would surely serve to
extend cross cultural exchanges in yet another
area, and eventually, become a forum for semi-
nars and exhibitions of interest to research
scholar and student alike. The bookplate for this
new collection might well read, ‘The Child is
Father and Mother of Humankind’ 2000.
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